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TAGS: ENRG, PBOR, KS, JA 

SUBJECT: PETROLEUM: KOREA- JAPAN JOINT OFFSHORE OIL DEVELOPMENT 
AGREEMENT 



REF: SEOUL 4517 

1. JAPANESE PRESS JANUARY 16 REPORTED JAPAN AND SOUTH 
KOREA EXPECTED TO SIGN AGREEMENT ON JOINT DEVELOPMENT 
OFFSHORE OIL LATER IN JANUARY. 

2. FONOFF REPS (SEO, HEAD, AND ASAKAI, DEPUTY HEAD, NORTHEAST 
ASIA DIVISION) HAVE CONFIRMED TO EMOFF THAT FONOFF HOPES 
TO SIGN AGREEMENT WITHIN THE MONTH. HOWEVER, THEY MADE 
FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A) FONOFF NOT PUBLICLY MENTIONING SIGNING DATE AS IT 
NOT YET DECIDED BY PARTIES. 
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B) ADDITIONALLY, FONOFF PRACTICE IS TO EXPLAIN PROPOSED 
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TREATIES TO DIET PRIOR TO SIGNING AND THIS REMAINS TO 
BE DONE. THIS TASK IS COMPLICATED BY UNCERTAIN IMPACT 
ON IAPANESE PUBLIC AND DIET MEMBERS OF RECENT ROKG 
EMERGENCY MEASURES. IT WILL BE NECESSARY DEAL WITH THIS 
POTENTIAL DOMESTIC PROBLEM PRIOR TO SIGNING. 

SHOESMITH 
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